Medical Writing

Humour

Cover letters and Santa Claus

o celebrate the festive season, we'd
like to share with you the elfs’ cover
letter. The target journal was the The Polar
Express, which has an enviably high impact
factor. Santa Claus is its editor-in-chief.
We run medical writing courses for
PhD students at Copenhagen University,!
and Cover Letters is one of the most popular
sessions. To spark a lively discussion, we
provide tips and tricks, useful phrases, and
inspirational examples,2 and then we ask
participants to come with their own
suggestions.
This cover letter from elfs won the prize
for this year’s most entertaining suggestion.
The elfs followed our guidelines:
® Keep it short and simple (max one page).
Present the submission.
Set the context and describe the current
state of the field.
® Identify the knowledge gap.

Describe the problem and how it was
solved.

Highlight the novelty and relevance for
readers of the journal.

State that the manuscript is not being
considered for publication elsewhere.

Suggest experts in the field qualified to
carry out the review.
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Christine Moller BA, Dip Ed

Christine started her career as a Liberal
Studies lecturer in the UK. After moving to
Denmark, she taught English and worked for
the British Council. Until recently she was
Assistant Editor of APMIS (Journal of
Pathology, Microbiology and Immunology). She
now teaches courses in medical writing.
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Bobby studied Biochemistry at the University
of Glasgow and has a PhD in Plant Molecular
Genetics. He worked for over 20 years as a
technician and postdoctoral research
scientist. Currently he is a freelance medical
writer and reqularly edits manuscripts written
by non-native English speakers.
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